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DREAMS AND THEIR MEANINGS WHOLLY NATURAL

Dr. Frederick Peterson Finds That Subcon-
scious Streams Are Traceable to Experi-
ences or Anticipation, Not to Distortion

was a time for dsregarding dreams
and omens and portents which
so much to the old Greeks and
Romans. Then people nsed to be thought
iznorant and irreligious when they con-
sulted a “wise woman” to learn the mean-
Ing of their dreams,

We have changed all that. We trust our
dreams and follow what advice they give us.
The “wlse woman” has been superseded
by the psychologist who Is now called at
least experimentally aclentific. He llstens
to our dreams, traces them to thelr source,
interprets and prescribes by what he learns
from them. In a subconsclous state we
become the doctor's best collaborator.

Psychoanalysis, sleep and dreams have
furnished subject matter recently for a great
lterature, meaning numerous volumes It
Ia not all Freudian, and Indeed a goodly half
of it may be called an effort to refute this
first discoverer. As so many dreams present
painful or distressing contents, fears and
other unpleasant things among their antici-
pations, reflecting the “subconscious™ as
Freud says, or the tendency of normal wak-
ing thought, as other psychologists say,
who are not willing to go the limit, it has
been found necessary to Invent something
entirely new and quite at variance with
usual consclous thought processes to ex-
plain our dreams.

Dr. Peterson Gives Views
From the Opposing Side

In an effort to explaln Freudism in easy
terms Tuae New York Heranp not long ago
Interviewed several of Frend's prominent
disciples In New York and published their
explanations. It ls only fair to give the
other side a chance to talk about their ways
of handling “anticipation.” And by '“the
other side" |s meant the neurologista who
‘proceed antagonistically to the psychoans
alysts,

“Instances of a desire to confute Freud
which he gives In his book,” sald Dr. Fred-
erick Peterson, “are easlly placed In the
category of concealed wishes to do that very
thing. But they may be honest endeavor
to learn the truth for all that,

“A 'fear' dream, following the reading of
Slgmund Freud's ‘Elements of Psychoanaly-
®ig," is always so clssed by him. When the
wish I8 not as manifest as this use is made
of the ‘latent dream content,' with such dis-
tortion and displacement that only Freud
and his followers can Interpret it properly.

“What the Freudists do is to evoke n
‘dream censor’ with hls unpleasant faculty
of distiguring or dlsguising the dream con-
tents In order to conceal the real wish of
the dreamer from any but the analyst

“Thug fear and anxiety dreams, which
common sense tells us merely reflect In a
measure such fears and anxieties as we often
have in our conscious life, are Interpreted by
Freud as ‘the disgulsed fulfilment of a sup-
pressed or repressed wish,’ the content of
fear and anxlety dreams belng of a sexual
nature whose lihido has been transformed
Into fear.'

“The extraordinary symbollam ascribed to
dream life by the new psvchology in chiefly
the Invention of the psychoanalysts,

“Thera I8 probably lttle in the subeon-
sclous or unconsclous mind of any Individual
that has not at some time heen consclous,
and there can be no symbols In sleep
‘thought’ which have not been at some time
symbols In waking thought.

"Most of the symbollsm described by the
new Interpreters of dreams reflects the sym-
holism of the analysts themselves. In fact
there 18 mora to be learned from the in-
tarpretations published of the psychology of
the analyst than of the psychology of the
dreamer.

Freud Criticised for Holding
To a Single Driving Idea

“The analyst revealsg himself in  his
analysis, his anticipations. his Intelligence,
his learning, his logle. If there ls any wish
brought clearly to light in the work of the
psychonnalyst It 18 his own, 1t 1s that of the
interpreter

“The theoretical ‘distortlon,’ ‘displacement’
and ‘disflgurement’ aeerfbed to dreams in the
new payvchology become actualities In the
nnalytic story.”

A leading objectlon to the system of Sig-
mund Freud and one which repels a good
many who would he otherwise receptive of
it 1z ita acknowledged tendency to carry
every subconscious Impulse to one ‘drive,’ tha
sexunl,

Dr, Poterson deseribed a frequently recur-
ring drearn of A neurotio young woman
which is a fear' dream. She dreams that
she s awakened by an alarm of fire and she
rins from her room and the houss In a
panle, scantily attired. The Freudlan in-
terpretation, sald Dr. Petérson, would be a
repressed sex motivated desire. He naserted
that this explanation la far from the fact,
for on two occasions the country houses
where this young woman waa lving 44
nctually catch on fire In the night and burn
to the ground. Bach time she mved her
Ife by -flealng from the burmning bullding
in her night garments. The dream that now
distracts her comes from real consclous and
fearful experience

‘Freud hns but one driving Impulse” re-
peiated the neurologist, “and that |a the
rexunl. To him all the arga and accomplish-
ments of civilization hark back to sex and
of mex they nre the sublimation This In
what renders Freud and his theories pecu-
l'arly abnoxions to many persons.

“Tt llkewine discredits many of his experi-
ments,  In reality there are many sub-
cansclous  Influanoes bexldes that of sex
Among them may be Instanced foar, dlagust,
curiosity, anger, self-assertion, the gre-
garious instinot, the Instincts of construction
and  nequisition,  imitation, suggestibility,
piny Instinot, and all the later acqguired
drives detormined hy apecial gifts and apti-
tudes In the great workshop of the world,
and by the abgorption of Individuals in their
particular |nterests there It should be
easily recognizable that absorbing things In
our dally llves rench back to tha subeon-
#ofous nluo

“Individual development in one long series
of ‘prepacatory’ or anticipgtory reactions for
the ‘consummatory’ reactffia that are to fol-
low, Really, a generoun experience of men

T HE modern past, say the '80s and '90s,

meant

and an unblased deductlon from thelr aetions
over a long space of time would show that
hunger and sex, powerful as they are, play
a secondary part in the behavior of man-
kind in general,

“Mun is moved by an overwhelming wish
to survive, In himse!f as far aa possihle and
afterward in his progeny, Therefore sur-
vival and reproduction bulk large in his
life, waking and sleeping. They are neces-
sary to man’s advance as congueror of his
environment.

“Dreams are a corollary of the antlelpat-
ing, curfous and exploring mind.  Man 18
eager to know and dominate the universe.
He does not abdicate this eagerness In any
sane mentality, It continues to dominate his
stream of conselousness, It represents the
thread on which his thought is strung.”

Dr. Peterson sald that he repeated these
well known phrases because they are con-
stantly in use in psychology. He added to
what he wished to give In explanation of
these phrases these words:

“On the thread of thought are strung the
past, the present and the future. On the
train of ideas we leave one coast behind for
the coast that lés far ahead. The stream of
couscliousness flows from the reservolr of
memory across the present into the unknown
to some distant sea,

Sees Greater Need for Studying
Anticipation Than Repressions

“It 2 hard to get anything worth while
in books of psychology teHing us of the re-
lation of the stream of consciousness to the
future. But it Is what we all want to know,
The essentlal function of the mind {s how it
shall deal with the future. The future =
everything. Our memories are ok experi-
ence and the present Is a point of departure,
We plan, we grope, we seak, wo foresee. We
try to foreshadow the events that are to be
and to prepare to meet them. That ls our
education, to which we bring all our own
experiences and all that history and blog-
raphy have taught us. It Is back of every
man's mind,

“It Is not that the future In mental func-
tion is so much concerned with prophecy
augury, premonition, presentiment, sooth-
saying, clairvoyance, horoscopes, astronomi.
cal prediction, but that the future and what
It holds for each of us enters into the very
psychology of our everyday life. We use
countless futuristic words, words involving
the element of futurity, and all our hopes,
desires, wighes, trends, tendencles, propensi-
ties, needs, longings, cravings, ambitions and
aspirations, all our timiditles, anxieties,
suspense, surprise, dreads and fears have
to do with this same element of antlelpation,

“Instend of studying ‘repressions’ as the
psychoannlysts do, we need a study of the
pevehology of anticipation,

“Is It wise to belleve that In sleep the braln

Dr, Frederick Peterson, noted neurologist, who considers dreams
from the opposite angle taken by the followers of Sigmund Freud.
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“No, awake or sleaping we dream of the

digrndsses these urgencies and studles only
things of which In Ilts waking life it Is not
consclous?

future, Bsapecinlly when asleep do we find
ourselves leaping forward to the climax of

All Sleeping Thought Does Not Hark Back to
Sex, as Psychoanalysts Assert, Says
Famous Neurologist

our lives with our anticipatory hcu!tv Thea
atream of conscl (sub -—-l)
is very rapid then.

“Fears, suspicions, anxiety, hupe!eunm
are In reality disorders of the faculty of
anticipation.

“In econscious or directed thought we
draw upon a very limited store of memories,
but dreams often seem to release and use
the whole, The day dream, the undirected
stream of thought, the idle drift of fancy or
phantagy with its relaxation of control lles
between directed thought and dream, and is
usually concerned with pleasant or agree-
able reminiscence in a comfortable state of
mind and body. Persons suffering from care,
worry and anxlety and from physical symp-
toms do very little day dreaming.

“In day dreams the looseness of concen-
tratlon lends itself to Incoherencles and in-
trusive thoughts, In the dreams of sleep
there is still greater relaxation of direction;
all the doorg of memory are unlocked and
flung wide open. And countless strands of
association are rewoven in constantly chang-
ing patterns, with all sorts of intrusions,
auto-suggestions and Immediate suggestions
from the more or less active sensory ap-
paratus of the body, played upon by mem-
ory and antieipation. That one and only one
‘drive’ and that sex, ls active in dreaming,
men who study themselves must find to be
unatrue. Men recognize so many ‘driving’
ideas.

“Dreams may be oceupied with subjects of
apprehension, fear and terror, or of hopes,
wishes and desires, according as anticipa-
tions are painful and d'sagreeable or pleas-
ant and happy.

“The currents of dream consclousness
would seem to be a kind of reflection of the
currents of alert consclousness, a moonlit
underworld of daily common life, with
wider horizons as to past and future, with-
out the tens‘on of directing and choosing,
though not wholly 'disinterested,’ as Berg-
son’ would have it. Ideas In our dreams
have a looser mesh of assoclation, wide open
to suggestion from any source, either in the
flowing stream of the unconsclous mind or
In the sensitive body that houses the mind.

Gives an Explanation of
Incongruities in Dreams

“Dramatization [n dreams s not unusuval.
It depends upon that same anticipatory
faculty which leads the novellst on with his
story and starts the reader to imagining Its
end. A thought, a sensatlon, p picture, a
sound starts up In the dreamer an antiel-
patory idea. The story or play begina and
sometimes goes on to a legitimate conclu-
slon.
gets wild and cannot be brought within
human limits, But let a playwright or a
novelist have a dream and he will know how
to work it out constructively. And when he

In the hands of the inexpert the plot.

wakes up he will know how to take advan-
tage of these subconscious compositions and
be able to write them out and sell them for &
price.

“Of course the anticipatory faculty would
amount to nothing without memories and

experience. These are naturally drawn upon
for the development of the projecied
sequence,

“How this is accomplished and why dreams
exhiblt often so much incongruity and In-
coherence are things of easy comprehension,
They grow upon visual
things seen just before going off to sleep.
There may be more than one of these and
then they are apt to merge, and hence the
incongrulty.

“In recent years much has been published
on the Freud theory of dreams, It would
seem that Freud In meditating on the un-
conscious was much suruck by the dreams
of his children. It s natural to suppose
that natural children dreamed of what they
wanted to happen, pleasant excursions, holi-
days and the like, Therefore it occurred
tn Freud in this eonnection that some dream
might be the ‘fulfilment of a wish.' This
Idea took such possession of him that It
soon dominated other theories and before
long he announced in a hook the hyvpothesis
that ‘all dreams are the fulfilment of a wish.'
Henceforth every dream had to be Inter-
preted In accord with his anticipatory desire
to find a wish, fulfilment.”

Difficulties Overcome in War
To Fit the Preconception

“Psychoanalysis, Sleep and Dreams™ a
book by Andre Tridon, is written simply and
clearly, according to Dr. Peterson, but, like
s0 many writers, this Frenchman overcomes
difficulties in a4 way to suit himself, but
which are left rather blind to the general
reader, Both he and Freud are at first non-
plusged by the fact that many dreams pre-
sent painful or distressing contents, fears
and so on, among their anticipations, re-
flecting the tendencies of normal waking
thought.

“This, as everybody knows who has
studied Freud, i quite at varlance with the
Freudian conception or preconception. Thus
‘distortion’ and displacement and ‘thought
content latent’ had to be brought in. ‘Fear'
dreams thus became ‘the disguised fulfll-
ment of a repression,’ and the ‘content of
such dreams s of a sexual kind.'" It was
done to fit the preconception,

“To sum up, dreams come from something
we have felt,
asclousness, bul they may be presented In
such strange gulse as to be at first unrecog-
nizable, What is In the subconsciousness of
any indlvidual has probably been in hls con-
sclous mind at some time, and there can be
no symbols In that mind which have not
been symbols in conscious thought."

Authors CI

By FRANK DALLAM.

EXT Tuesday evening, the one hun-
N dred and third anniversary of the

birth of Feodor Viadimir Larrovitch,
the great genius of Russian Iterature, will
ha held the first meeting of the new society
organized in his honor to be called the Lar-
rovitch Fellowship. The meeting will be
held around the dinner table of & well known
Broadway chophouse and It seems destined
to do things and to say things which will
make the |iterary world open Its eyes and
its ears.

Hearing the plans and objects of, the
Fellowship one would suspect it immediately
of belng & group of serlous thinkers,
poseurs  or so-called highbrows, taking
thalr dose of culture with overzeal and
intensity, and seeking to force an unwilling
publie to do the same. If vou think this
you are mistaken, for It s the getthg
together of some of the brightest, keenest
and Hvest minds in New York, men promi-
nent In the Uterary, artistic, musical, jour-
nallstie and professional life of the city.

These kindred souls are engaged In the
perpetuation, along many lines, of the mad-
dest, merriest, most audaclons and Impu-
dent bit of humor, the most deliclous fool-
Ing this care-burdened world has known In
many moons. The world needs more fresh
bubbling laughter and the Larrovitch Fal-
lowahip should do vallant service meeting
the need,

Many Delightful Possibilities
In Great Literary Hoax

It & the greatest |iterary hoax on
record, with endless possfhilitles of enter-
tainment and cleverness. It originated four
vears ago ‘at the Authors Club in sponta-
neous Inspiration which mystified while It
as well enlightened a group of members
in the smoking room. It captivated thelr
Imagination, appealed to thelr sense of
humor and stimulated thelr Invention.
Sinee then the hoax has grown in ita In-
spiration and strengthened in its  detalis,
resulting finally in the Larrovitch Fel-
lowshlp.

The Larroviteh centenary on April 28,
1918, was observed with appropriate cere-
mony by the members of tha Authors Club
and lts guesta, all of whom left the meeting
delighted and charmed with the many side-
lighta, biographle, liternry, anecdots]l sand
eritical, thrown on the great man thus hon-

ored, but unknowing that the subject of
their enthusiasm had never existed. It was
an ovening never to he forgotten by thome

privileged to be present

The papers read at the meoting were later
published in a volume by the Authors Club
and sold to the Inereasing horde of Larro-
viteh disciples, Those who might yet be
=0 fortunate am to be able to obtain n copy
from the clubh are assured of an extraor

dinary IHerary troat Flend without the key
to the stupendous hoax, one peruses chap-
tor after chapter of a brilliant blography

with intense interest. Knowing the basic
factn of the Impudent fabrication, there |s
o chuckle in every parngraph, a8 one mar-
vels at the naturalness, the unity, the slab-
orate detalls, the simple, human touohes
the humor, ths convincing quality and
the audacioun, eolossnl impertinence af it all

The originator of this titanle sell, who
Inter gathered his band of conapirators to-
gother, wan Willlam George Jordan, wesll
known as a writer of successfi] hooks, the
Arut editor of the Baturday FEvening Post.
the man who organized the House af Gov.
ernurs and one who has done noteworthy

ub Gains Fame by Recognizing

Astomshmg Trlbute Engineered by Little Coterie Yields Fruitful Lit-
erary Treat and a Fete Commemorated by a Limited Edition Book

things. To tell the detafled story of the
huge prank would require a page, but even
an outline will serve to bring laughter and
unalloyed joy to the countless throngs who
subscribe to Mark Twaln's famous dictum
that “the Lord loveth a cheerful liar.”

It is evening in the Authors Club, which
a0 you may or may not know is quartered in
Carnegle Hall. The time early in the year
1818, Half a dozen chums are seated In the
smoking room after dinner. In the group is
a gentleman of high intellectual attainment,
one who has achieved things In his profes-
sion, an adroit controversialist and a man
who ever gpeaks with authority.

Aa this man wittily discourses on this
tople and that, there {8 another man sitting
slightly apart from the group, though of It
If he partakes In the discussion it 1s as a
commiuter, that lg to say, he makes but in-
termittent trips into the conversation, al-
ways returning to hls easy chalr on the
outskirts of the gathering. His friends
chida him for aloofness. They eall on him
to "sit In the game” and wireless to him an
Inference that they would have him un-
sheathe a rapler with him of the uncanny
hook knowledge.

With clever semblance of being bored, he
accepts the challenge, Craftlly he steers
conversation Into a channel of hias own
dredging and suddenly he flres a question:

“Well, in that event, since you hold to such
doctrine, what do you think of Larroviteh?"

“I never heard of him."

“What! Never heard of Larrovitch." The
tormentor gasps in amazement.  "Gentle-
men, surely you are foking me"

The challonged one reamains defiant, “Since
you know so much, tell us, please, who is
this Larrovitoch? What dld he aver do?"

“After all, 1 am not surprised that you
should be unfamiliar with the writings of
this mental glant. In point of fact, his
works are not widely known In this country,
But since you ask the question I'll say that
Feodor Viadimir Larrovitch ig really the
father of Rusalan Mtorature, Tolstol, Gorky,
sven Turgenlov, are mere echoes.'

“What did he ever write, this Larrovitely?™

“Oh, er, hooks, I mean novels, essays—and
in his youth he wrote some virlle verse, stuff
that showed the glowing Are of patriotism
which so inspired him In all that he did.”

“How s it you know so much about the
writings of this unheard of Russinn?" pur-
sues the sceptic

“My frst acqgunintance with his books
dates back to 1008-—no, It was two years be-
fore, on my first trip to St. Petersburg, as it
was then called. | found & French transla-
tlon In a bookshop, and reading It became
wov Interested | made a point of looking up his
other writings. They were not easy to
obtnin. Many of his books wore burned
when he was sent to Biberin,  Btill, T did find
twn volumes done Into English when T got
to London,

«'In Parle later T found a volume of his
ousnys In Trench, and in Berlin 1 was mo
fortunate as_ton exhume in the munleipal
Iihrary two of Larroviteh’s suppressed polltl-
eal treatises in orlginal Russlan and one of
hin longer novely transiated Into Gorman.”

The Larroviteh controversy became i toplo

of aplrited dlscussion in the Authors Club
Abaut the time that the eontroversy was al
i1% height Mr. Jordain dropped into the ¢lub

ane night o few wooks after the amoking

room opisode,

“See here, Jordan," sald a member who had
naot been present at the original discuasion,
“what's all this 1 hear about your discovery
of a great Russian author? Larrovitch, I
think the name Is. I can't place him, and
other fellows In the club who are interested
tell me they find no mention of him in any
of the referenice books on Russlan litera-
ture.”

“Thers are several others In the eclub
whose knowledge of Larroviteh easily paral-
lels mine,” sald Mr. Jordan. “I shall see
that you talk with them. Better still; April
26 will be the one hundredth anniversary
of Larroviteh’s birth. 1 think something
ghould be done about H."

Here let the writer of this surprising ad-
dendn to the book annals of America. not to
spoak of Russia, interpolate a personal
ohservation by Mr. Jordan. He says:

“In extenuation of all that is about to be
revealed one thing i= to be borne in mind.
When the affalr began thers was absolutely
no premeditation. Absence of premeditation
affords a oortaln degree of excuse in law,
Burely it should do so In a club,

“The Larrovitch hoax was directed at no
one particular person nor at any group of
persons. It just grew and grew. Having
gone so far as to Invent an author it was
only just to him that I should endow him
with good works. [ did so. That Is about
all there I8 to It

“It was Just a sudden notlon that came to
me as 1 listened to those men talking. Nat-
urally I expanded, claborated and Improvised
at length as the interest of the audience de-
manded. But It would have amounted to
little In the end had It not been for the aplen-
did cooperation of Richardson Wright, editor
of Home and Garden, to whom, perhaps,
most of the success of the centenary meet-
ing and the later published volume is dus, as
well as to the other writers who joined us
and hoelped signally to make our jointly cre-
ated Larrovitoh n veritable paragon of liter-
ary style and lofty thought.”

Thus giving due exploitation to Mr. Jor-
dan's plea that there was nothing cold
hiooded fn hls narrative and commending
his tenacity for sticking to his highly orig-
inal story, the reader shall next be Intro-
dueed to the gifted conspirators.  One may
faney Mr. Jordnn in seeret formulating his
plans for a Larrovitch centenial celebration
and, Hke a modern Nick Bottom. ealling the
roil of his sppporting cast at midnight In
his own comfortable Hbreary, the following
high class plotters answerlng the roll:

Prof, Franklin H. Giddings, of Columbia
Unlversity; Clinton Scollard, American poet
and educator; McCready Sykes, who gave up
the law for lternturp and daily journalism;
Richardson  Wreight, oditor, author, critie
and correspondent, who has apent mueh time
In BRussln and Sherln; Ceorge 8. Hellman,
poet and author, editor of the letters of
Irving and Brevoort and of a voluma of
verms by Robert Louls Stevenson; Thomas
Walsh, eritie and poet; Dr, Titus Munson
Coan, physiclan, nuthor and once a surgeon
in the TInited Btates navy

Wext thing of importanee Is the fact that
not long after these meetings cach member
of the Authors Club recelved formal notifica-
tion of a Larroviteh Centenary Celebration
ter e Bold In the clubrooms,

Hoelally and profeossionaliy the Larrovitch
fete nt the Authors Club was evervthing that
L fote at the Authors Club ought to he. HBe-
fore the exerclses began the guesis mnde

their way through the club rooms, viewing
the Larrovitch rellcs with veneration. On
the walls of the club, surrounded by auto-
graphed letters and original manuscripts of
famous bers and celebrities from across
the water, hung a portrait of Larrovitch, &
pressed flower from his grave at Yalta, a
pen and ink page from “Crasny Baba" (The
Red Woman), all in frames over which hung
a wreath and the flags of the Russian Hm-
pire and the United States. In artistic juxta-
position were the sacred souvenirs, Larro-
viteh's shirt, his lkon, pen, Inkpot, and the
padlock of the door of his home in the
Crimea where he died. “The shirt,” sald a
placard reposing on a tiny silver sasel near
by, “is n remarkable example of Russian
embroldery.” ’

Larrovitch Fete From
Prolegomenon to Eulogy

Directly the exerclses began It was realized
that the programme was one of extraordi-
nary interest. It opened with the following
exquisite sonnet by Clinton Scollard, printed
now for the first t!me:

“What | shall say of Larroviteh shall be

As though one spoke of twlilght In the

spring,

Of vernal beauty come to blossoming
Too soon, to fade and be but memory-—
The memory of a something to which we

In our exalted moments fain would eling,

Frall and ephemeral as the white moth's

wing,

Or an the prismy apindrift of the sea.

Lot us forget the chill Siberian snows,
The stark Cauvcasinn heights let us
forget ;
These girded and oppressed him, and his
Wors
Wake In our hearts a passlonate regret:
8o be there atrewn above his long repose
Bweet aprays of the Crimean wviolet!™

“A Prolegomenon to Larroviteh,” by Prof,
Franklin H. Glddings, followed, In which
he boldly pronounced these words:

“Larroviteh, whom we honor, enjoyve the
distinction of having heen brought te life.
With Bhakespeare and Napoleon he Is of
the immortals whose existence .has been
questioned,

“May T make one small contritnition of
fact upon which I am perhapa qualified to
speak? It was TLarroviteh who, discovered,
or Invented, the history of civillzation. Ha
foresaw the rise and fall of Kultur, and In
discoursing on it he antlelpated Herbert
Spencer's famous definition of commic evo-
Iution, ‘Kultur,! sald Larrovitch, ‘is the
integration of Hohenzollerns, accompanied
by the differentintion and the segregation
of natlons and the concomitant dissipation
of Teutons." He warned of Impending war
betwoen Potsdam and clvilization, but also
he foretold the successful and glorious end.”

In a paper on “The Personal Side of Lar-
rovitech” Mr. Jordan traced the boyhood and
youth of the future genlus, his preparatory
school life, his years at the Unlveraity of
Klev, his graduation in medieine, and his
declalon to practise his profession only as
a means of livellhood, while he “fought for
freedom with his pen”

The death of Larrovitch was pathetically
descer'bed thus:

“On the afternoon of the 18th of March
he wap resting quletly when the shrill eall
of newsboys shouting an ‘extra’ dame

.18 ‘inealoulably

[.arrovitch

through the open window. He ralsed him-
self with difficulty, leaned on one arm, and
listened. ‘Assassination of Alexander [1." were
the unbelievable worde that he heard. Alex-
ander, the great reformer, the liberator of
the serfs, had been killed! Falling back
upon his pillow he murmured, ‘Oh, my poor,
blinded countrymen; oh,. the folly of It and
the shame! You have put out the lght of
Russla's liberty'—then silence. The great
heart of Larrovitch was stilled forever."

The tribute of McCremady Sykes, who
poirlted out Larroviteh's “Place in Litera-
ture," was a scintillating piece of mock criti-
cism. For Instance:

“In 1870, after his return from Pnris Lar-
rovitch published what I8 usually, and |
think rightly, regarded ns his magnum opus,
'‘Barin! Barin!‘'—‘'Master! Master!'——a work
s0 vast, so tersely compact, so expressive
that it in one of the most elusive, most
difficult of analysis. The strange character
of Dmltrl Trepoff, the old chemist with his
troup of whistllng marmots, Is used as the
symbolie leitmotif, In an old retort from
hig laboratory Dmitrl has Imprisoned the
principle of life, and ns the welird, Blzgarra
figure moves through the story, transform-
ing the country group of children with a
wave of his curlous bottle, stealing to the
throne room of the Emperor and leaving
the bewildered courtiers with blanched faces
and quaking knees, the effect of his presence
diffusive,” to use George
Ellot's phrase.”

Richardson Wright's entertalning contri-
bution to the symposium was “Some Trans-
lations from Larrovitch” consisting of half
a dozen short extracts from novels In which
the Russian author stood forth preeminently
as a stylist, philosopher and realist, The
distinguishing feature of George Sidney
Hellman's paper entitled “Three Incldental
Poema of Larrovitch” was 4 “Siberian
Marching Song.”

Battle songs at such a time asg this, when
the whole world digcusses disarmament, are
quite likely to be passed over unnoticed, yet
here 18 one T should like to commend to the
attentlon of some serlous composer as con-
talning such ingredients as would inflame the
emotions of creative harmony. The author
of “The Two Grenadiers” inspired S8chumann.
For all that the Russian warrior nowadays
has heen stripped of glamour and shredded
of his barbarically pleturesque definnce of
death In a religlous devotion to sovereign
and country, Larroviteh's “Siberian March-
ing Song.” with (ts military eadences and
sonorous passages of blood and tron, s of the
callbre to stir the talents of any mugiclan
whose gifts for composition are tinctured
strongly with a sense of the dramatic—Vie-
tor Herbert, for instance.

It In feshle prolss to say that the "Five
Larroviteh Letters” read hy Thomas Walsh
are worthy of beilng made Into a brochure
for general cireulation, so charming are
they In fancy and so flawless In simple
diction,

The volume contalning the papers read at
the Authors Club Larrovitch cslebration has
been supplemented by a chapter on "A Lar-
roviteh Foundation™ by James Howard Bridge
and “Bibllographical Notes” compiled by
Arthur Colton, who gives a complete list of
the Russian’s novels In the order of publiea-
tion, with an English translation of their
titles and synopses of the storles, There (s
alen a persuasive table of reference books
by Guetave S8imonson for "students of Rus-
glan lUterature who deslre to acquaint them-
melvea further with the works of *‘Larro-
viteh."

But one fanlt may be urged with this Hat
o: n;'ml nttractive tiiles, Tt Is that not one
of the hooks I« to he obtalned In any Ubrary
In the world,

after-images of.

#fen or known in our con- -




